
BUILD YOUR OWN OUTDOOR EDUCATION EXPERIENCE 

Want to combine some of our great classes together to make the perfect outdoor experience for 
your class? Choose three of the different lessons below to make an excellent supplement to your 
classroom curriculum. Have questions or want more information? Contact Tate Castro at 
tate@tumbleweedcamp.com or at 310-472-7474. 

 

 

NATURE HIKES 

Join our naturalist leader on a hike deep into Kenter Canyon, searching for native 
plants and animals. Just like scientists out in the field, we will use observations to 
make connections about the natural world around us. Nature Hikes are differentiated 
by grade to meet students skill and learning abilities. 

EXPLORING NATIVE ARTIFACTS 

Students learn to think like archeologists with a discussion of several examples of 
Chumash material culture.  Using clues from the content of the artifacts and the way 
they were produced, students investigate possible meanings and purposes for 
everything from abalone shell jewelry to pounding stones.  After the discussion, 
students use their hands to explore and create with Chumash toys, jewelry making, 
and acorn grinding. 

CHUMASH SPORTS AND GAMES 

What did the Chumash and Tongva do for fun, and why?  Students play several 
traditional Chumash games on our shady ballfield for a taste of young native 
life.  Afterward, they draw connections between these fun activities and the skills 
needed to survive in Native American times.  Students also get a turn at our ever-
popular archery range, guided by trained instructors, improving their aim just as 
Tongva children did centuries ago. 

 

GARDENING, PLANT LIFE, AND MORE 

From composting and harvesting to pruning and planting, students get a chance to 
dive into all aspects of a working vegetable garden. Students will focus on topics 
ranging from plant life and survival to variations in farming across America. There 
are even some tasty treats to enjoy at the end! 
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ANIMAL STUDIES AND CRAFTS 

Our nature center is the perfect location to learn about how animals live, grow, and 
work with humans. Students will be able to meet and care for these animals during 
their time here. They will also create a nature based craft, designed to help students 
build understanding and make connections between the topics covered during the 
day. 

 

AERODYNAMICS 

Have you ever wondered how airplanes fly? Students will learn about the important 
theories and forces behind this phenomenon, and experiment their ideas on a bottle 
rocket. They will be guided through the scientific method in order to create and test 
an experimental question regarding the factors that contribute to the flight of their 
rocket. 

 

GRAVITY 

Learn about one of the most important forces on this Earth, literally! Students will 
explore what creates gravity on this planet and others, and how it impacts everything 
we do. They will also understand how air and air resistance play a part into daily life 
with gravity, from skydiving to astronauts returning to Earth. 

 

ASTRONOMY 

Students will learn about one of the most ancient sciences that has guided humans 
throughout history. Focusing on our own solar system, students will explore what 
makes each planet unique and how it fits into the greater picture of our galaxy. 
Students will also be exposed to well-known constellations and hear different myths 
on how those constellations came to be.  

 

TERRESTRIAL FOOD CHAINS 

Our site is the perfect place to learn about how plants and animals coexist in their 
habitats. By exploring the different biotic and abiotic factors in our area, students will 



understand the careful balance between producer and consumer relations, as well as 
predator and prey relations, that makes our world function.  

 

OWL PELLET DISSECTION 

Take a close look at what makes owls one of the best predators on Earth. From 
studying the owl’s anatomy and how it is built for hunting to looking at what and 
how it eats, students will have a clear understanding of what makes this bird of prey 
so successful and unique in the wilderness. 

 

AQUATIC FOOD CHAINS 

The ocean is a vast and diverse habitat and ecosystem unlike any on land. By 
exploring the different biotic and abiotic factors in the sea, students will understand 
the careful balance between producer and consumer relations, as well as predator 
and prey relations, that makes our underwater world function. 

 
SQUID DISSECTION 

Take a close look at what makes squid one of the best predators of the ocean. From 
studying the squid’s anatomy and how it is built for hunting to looking at where and 
how it lives, students will have a clear understanding of what makes this sea creature 
so successful and unique in the water. 

 

POND ECOLOGY 

Just like the land on the Earth is diverse and unique, our water is, too! Come explore 
the different factors that make bodies of water so vastly different. From salinity to 
temperature, and many other chemical and natural factors, students will gain 
understanding as to why different plants and animals can survive in certain bodies 
and not others. 

 

 

 



ARCHERY 

Students will learn about the origins of archery and its importance throughout 
modern history, dating back to ancient civilizations. They will understand how the 
role of archery has changed over time, from the necessity to hunt to modern sport, 
and, with the guidance of our instructors, get the chance to practice on our very own 
archery range. 

 

ART IN NATURE 

Andy Goldsworthy is one of the most important modern nature artists and 
photographers of our time. He creates beautiful art only using elements from nature 
and takes pictures to share with the world. Students will learn about his impact on 
the global community and try their hand at creating their own natural pieces of art. 

 

ORIENTEERING 

Discover how to find your way using only a compass and map! Students will be 
exposed to navigation through the wilderness using basic outdoor skills and tools. 
They will also explore the world through topographic maps and understand how the 
contours of the land and geographical features are represented on a map. 

 

SHELTER AND FIRE BUILDING 

Students will learn two of the most important outdoor survival skills in the 
backcountry. They will understand how to properly choose a safe place to camp, 
how to create a shelter using either a tent or tarp and by creating one using natural 
elements, and how to follow proper safety guidelines in building a fire.   
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