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WELCOME to the best summer memories you will ever make! Welcome to  
something more than just a place to go or a thing to do. Welcome to your 
new home away from home. Welcome to another loving family. Welcome to 
your new favorite thing in the world. WELCOME TO TUMBLEWEED.

Tumbleweed has been an oasis, a summer dream, a haven for childhood play 
for over 65 years. Here at camp we believe that exploring, playing, and being 
unplugged from technology are three ingredients that help each of us be 
happier. From all of us at Tumbleweed, we are excited to welcome YOU into 
our family. We hope you will join us this summer as we turn another 9 weeks 
into memories that will last forever! 

PLAY
People are their best selves when they get 
to PLAY. They discover and learn how to 
work with others, how to disagree, and even 
how to make life long friends through play. 
At Tumbleweed, we believe that playing and 
supporting positive play outdoors is our 
counselor’s number one job.

EXPLORE
Tumbleweed is the most amazing playground 
in Los Angeles. We have over 100 acres of 
lush, beautiful space that is all ours to play 
on. From stopping to watch a deer cross the 
field to discussing why certain trees grow in 
our canyon, our campers are given unlimited 
opportunities to explore and wonder. 

Exploring, questioning, investigating, observing 
- these are all activities that grow great minds 
and our program is built to encourage this 
amazing growth. 

UNPLUG
Technology is amazing and so is letting go of 
it for 9 weeks. At Tumbleweed, we are 100% 
unplugged - no screens, no texting, no video 
games. From our directors all the way to our 
campers, we say “good-bye” to technology and 
release ourselves from the stress of always 
“being on”. By turning our digital lives off, we 
are able to turn up our authentic interactions 
and do amazing things like share, laugh, sing, 
and smile.

Welcome to

Tumbleweed Day Camp

AT TUMBLEWEED, WE:





Tumbleweed has lots of history and secrets that make our community truly special. We have 
changed a lot over the last six decades - take a look to see how we’ve grown and where our 
traditions come from!

FAMILY OWNED
Tumbleweed has been family-owned since the 
beginning: from our founders Patty and Gene 
Tucker, to Erin and Rick Benfield, and to our 
currect owners, Liz and Andy Kimmelman.

NICKNAMES
You might think our counselors have always 
been given nicknames. Not so! Nicknames 
started in 2009 and didn’t take hold until 2011.

DINO
Dino, our beloved climbasaurus, was build in 
1962 and was originally named Dinny!

RE-MEM-MEM
Our song has always been Re-mem-mem, but 
what most folks don’t know is that there is 
at least one other summer day camp in Los 
Angeles with the SAME SONG! 

PURPLE SAGE
Tumbleweed was not always called 
“Tumbleweed.” The Tuckers first had a day 
camp called Purple Sage Day Camp and 
decided to change the name when they 
moved locations in 1954.

TUMBLEWEED SOUTH
Talk about an evolution! Tumbleweed South 
started out as the Crestwood Riding Stables, 
then was bought and became Cottonwood 
Day Camp, then finally in the 90’s Cottonwood 
became Tumbleweed South!

NICKNAMES PT.2
The process of picking nicknames is a tradition 
in itself. On the first day of staff training, 
all staff are “bestowed” a nickname from a 
random list of fun words. If you have an idea 
for a cool counselor’s nickname, be sure to tell 
Landshark and he’ll add it to the list!

OUR ROCKS
Our canyon has been around much longer 
than just Tumbleweed! The ground beneath is 
made of JURASSIC slate (though Dino is the 
only dinosaur here).

OUR LAND
The Santa Monica Mountains are the ancestral 
land of the Chumash and Tongva people. Over 
many hundrads of years they used what is now 
Tumbleweed for hunting and gathering!

TRICKSTER, DING DONG 
DOG, AND KETCHUP FAIRY

Among the many faces and characters of 
Tumbleweed, Trickster, Ding Dong Dog (DDD), 
and Ketchup Fairy are considered royalty. And 
if you were wondering, yes, Trickster is a real 
coyote, DDD is a real dog, and the Ketchup 
Fairy would not comment for this article.

Did you know?
Tumbleweed Day Camp

f u n  f a c t s



The scene is set: Bobbi, a camper in the Chumash, busts open the door to 
her home around 4:30, still chanting  “Little Red Wagon”, her stuff seemingly 
exploding all over the hallway.

Bobbi’s Dad: Hey camper, how was your first day at Tumbleweed?

Bobbi: It was AWESOME. Like, seriously awesome - my counselor’s name is 
Hip-Hop-Apotomus, but everyone calls him Hippo, and Joey from school is 
also in my group, and we made, like, 20 friednship bracelets today, and then 
Kendra, my new best friend in the Chumash, showed me the secret shortcut 
to the DIY room ‘cause she has been at camp since, like, forever, and then at 
DIY...

Bobbi’s Dad: Wow, are you going to take a breath at some point? Want a 
snack?

Bobbi: Gosh... No, dad, we have snack at camp. So, I was saying, at DIY we 
make our OWN wooden signs with REAL hammers, and nails, and a wood 
burning wand. And then, everyone in the Chumash voted to go to the ropes 
course and we all ACTUALLY climbed up, like, a 40 ft pole, and...

Bobbi’s Dad: Were you scared? I mean, I would be scared but I know you are 
a little apprehensive about heights...

Bobbi: Well, I guess I was a little, but everyone in the group was climbing and 
Kendra went with me and held my hand and I felt like, I can do this. And I did! 
It was so cool! 

Bobbi’s Dad: Ok, so you did some crafts and hung out with Hopscotch...

Bobbi: No! His name is Hip-Hop-Apotomus! And yeah, we did arts and crats, 
and DIY, and the ropes course, and swimming, and lunch, and then we BUILT 
OUR OWN FORTS!!!

Bobbi’s Dad: Like with sticks and blankets or?

Bobbi: Ugh, no dad! With giant, jumbo building blocks. Like a real house. It 
was so awesome. Hippo said we can keep building the forts tomorrow. Am I 
going to camp tomorrow?

Bobbi’s Dad: Of course! Today was just the first day at Tumbleweed. I’m so 
glad you had a good day. It reminded me of when I went to Tumbleweed as a 
kid.

Bobbi: YOU DID? That’s crazy. And also cool. Maybe you can come to camp 
and I can show you all the new things?

Bobbi’s Dad: That would be great. Now, Let’s figure out dinner before you get 
too tired.

t u m b l e w e e d 
North





Here are our campers top ten 
FAVORITE activities at camp. Did 
your favorites make the list?

ARCHERY
HORSES*

SWIMMING
INFLATABLE OBSTACLE 

COURSES
ROPES & ROCK WALL

MAKING FRIENDS
NATURE STUDIES

OVERNIGHTS*
BEING OUTSIDE

TUCKERVILLE
*not offered summer 2021



- Liz, Andy, Eloise and Henry Kimmelman

FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1954
 From the beginning, Tumbleweed Day Camp has been a family business. 
Together, Andy and I have more than 30 years of experience at Tumbleweed, and 
we’re proud that our family can continue the legacy and traditions begun by our 
founders in 1954. We can’t believe that a decade has gone by since we first imagined 
owning our own camps. We could not even begin to envison how it would unfold. It 
has surpassed our wildest dreams and it’s all thanks to our campers, their families, 
and our staff! You and your families have made our dreams come true. From silly 
games on the field to camping under the stars, hundreds of great memories were 
made and it wouldn’t have happened without you. Tumbleweed is so much more to 
us than a place or a thing to do in the summer - it is our home, and we are so excited 
to share it with you. We’re happy to be welcoming our third generation of campers, 
and whether this is your first summer with us or your sixty-first, we’re glad that you’ve 
made our Tumbleweed family part of your family. 

Here’s to 65 more years of family, love, and summer camp.
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t u m b l e w e e d 
South

     Once upon a time, there was a group at Tumblweed 
South named the Piglets. They all came to camp a little 
nervous, but excited to be at a summer camp for the first 
time. Their first day together was sure to be great! 
     The Piglets started their day on the bus, of course! They 
sang silly songs and played road trip games like “I spy” and 
“Simon Says”. Once they arrive at the big Tumbleweed gates, 
each  Piglet jumped off the bus and walked over with a 
friendly counselor to put their lunch boxes and backpacks 
on their cubby. It was then that they met their new camp 
friends! The day had just began and they already made new 
friends, sang new songs, and explored new games.
     The Piglets joined all the groups at Tumbleweed South for 
a BIG group assembly called Round Up. They learned about 
the activities that day and what to expect for the rest of the 
week. Finally, after Round Up, the Piglets were off to their 
first activity. 
     The Piglets started off at the south field playing games 
and jumping on the giant inflatable snake named Leroy. 
They then hopped over to the nature center to learn about 
different types of plants and take care of the farm animals. 
Along the way to lunch, they spotted a little lizard running 
along the fence. How cool that they could all stop and watch 
the lizard go about her day?
     At lunch, the Piglets counselors help the campers get all 
their food out and had a silly conversation about everyones’ 
favorite animal. After lunch, the Piglets headed over to the 
pool and splashed around together. They all agreed later that 
it is one of their favorite activities. Swimming was followed 
by building, creating, and exploring at the Treasure Chest. 
Lastly, they headed to archery, each Piglet getting a chance 
with the bow and arrow and cheering each other on! 
     The Piglets end their day with a group chat reflecting on 
the fun they had. All the Piglets, along with their counselors, 
made their way to afternoon Round Up and then joined their 
friends on the buses to head home.
     What a fantastic first day of camp! And just think: the 
Piglets still have 43 more awesome days of games, friends, 
and exploring to enjoy!



STOP & BE
We do lots of fun, exciting, and wild 
things at Tumbleweed. And we also 

take time to stop and be. Being 
mindful and in the moment is a a 

cornerstone of the Tumbleweed Way. 
We hope this little coloring page will 

help you be more present today.



over 50 hours 
of professional 
d e v e l o p m e n t 
before meeting 

your child

more than 400 
applicants for 

only 40 open 
staff positions. 

that’s a 10% 
acceptance rate!

always a 1:5 
staff to 

camper ratio

70% of staff 
are returning 

each summer

Close to 
50% of our 

staff were 
campers at 
tumbleweed 
themselves

in parent and 
camper surveys, 

90% report 
that our 

counselors are 
the best part 
of the camp 
experience

Our year-round 
directors have 

over 55 years of 

professional camp 

experience

2/3
Of our staff 

are currently 
education and 

youth development 
professionals 
outside of the 
summer months

STOP & BE
We do lots of fun, exciting, and wild 
things at Tumbleweed. And we also 

take time to stop and be. Being 
mindful and in the moment is a a 

cornerstone of the Tumbleweed Way. 
We hope this little coloring page will 

help you be more present today.

TUMBLEWEED STAFFTUMBLEWEED STAFF
  by the numbersby the numbers


