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WELCOME to the best summer memories you will ever make! Welcome to  
something more than just a place to go or a thing to do. Welcome to your 
new home away from home. Welcome to another loving family. Welcome to 
your new favorite thing in the world. WELCOME TO TUMBLEWEED.

Tumbleweed has been an oasis, a summer dream, a haven for childhood play 
for over 65 years. Here at camp we believe that exploring, playing, and being 
unplugged from technology are three ingredients that help each of us be 
happier. From all of us at Tumbleweed, we are excited to welcome YOU into 
our family. We hope you will join us this summer as we turn another 9 weeks 
into memories that will last forever! 

PLAY
People are their best selves when they get 
to PLAY. They discover and learn how to 
work with others, how to disagree, and even 
how to make life long friends through play. 
At Tumbleweed, we believe that playing and 
supporting positive play outdoors is our staffs’ 
number one job.

EXPLORE
Tumbleweed is the most amazing playground 
in Los Angeles. We have over 100 acres of 
lush, beautiful space that is all ours to play 
on. From stopping to watch a deer cross the 
field to discussing why certain trees grow in 
our canyon, our campers are given unlimited 
opportunities to explore and wonder. 

Exploring, questioning, investigating, observing 
- these are all activities that grow great minds
and our program is built to encourage this
amazing growth.

UNPLUG
Technology is amazing and so is letting go of 
it for 9 weeks. At Tumbleweed, we are 100% 
unplugged - no screens, no texting, no video 
games. From our directors all the way to our 
campers, we say “good-bye” to technology and 
release ourselves from the stress of always 
“being on”. By turning our digital lives off, we 
are able to turn up our authentic interactions 
and do amazing things like share, laugh, sing, 
and smile.

Welcome to

Tumbleweed Day Camp
s u m m e r  2 0 1 9

AT TUMBLEWEED, WE:



s u m m e r 
2019

Summer Camp 2019
June 17 - August 16, Monday - Friday (No 

Camp on 7/4/18)
$150.00/ Day; $161.00/Day after 3/20/19

 
XTRA CAMP

Extended care daily from 3:30-5:30pm
$50.00/ Day

Tumbleweed North Overnights
Thursday to Friday 6/27, 7/11, 7/25, 8/1, and 

8/8
$95.00/ Overnight

After Camp Twilight Riding Lessons
Monday through Thursday, 3:30-5:30 (No 

Riding on 7/4/18)
$100.00/ Lesson. 2 lesson minimum.

After Camp Twilight Trail Rides
Fridays During Summer Camp Season.

$95.00/ Friday

DATES AND FEES



Save The 
Dates

march 20th
june 17th

week 2, 4, 5, 6, 8
august 16th

end of early rate

first day of camp

thursday overnights at tw north

last day of camp



Each summer, Tumbleweed North 
and Tumbleweed South pump 

up the excitement every week with 
cool, wacky, and crazy themes. This 
summer is no different! From a 
classic like Color Games to a new 
idea like Adventures in Atlantis, our 
theme weeks add extra wonder and 
fun to our already amazing activities.

BOTH North and South are heading to the 
high seas for Pirates Week!

We’re gettin’ wild at Tumbleweed - South is 
exploring Animal Adventures and North is 
hosting Shark Week (CHOMP).

Calling all Merlins, Harrys, Gwendolyns, and 
Lunas! It’s WIZARD WEEK at Tumbleweed 
North and South.

Tumbleweed South will be hosting 
Super Heroes Week. At North, campers 
enjoy Mission Impossible Week.

Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4



Get your blue and red out - it’s COLOR 
GAMES at Tumbleweed North. South is 
traveling back in history for Medieval Times.

With their powers combined, North 
and South travel to the lost world of 
Atlantis for an adventure of a lifetime.

Both North and South explore 
the unknown. South is on a Space 
Exploration and North is entering into 
the Wild West.

At Tumbleweed South, Johny Bananas is 
back for Detective Week. Noth is gettin’ 
old school with Medieval Times.

North is wrapping up the summer with 
Galactic Endeavors with South is 
blazing their own trail with Choose Your 
Own Adventure Week.

Week 5

Week 6

Week 7

Week 8

Week 9

t h e m e weeks



In 1954, Hammerin’ Hank Aaron hit 
the first of his 755 homers and 

Oprah Winfrey was born.  Dwight D. Eisenhower 
was president. Sepulveda was just a two-lane 
road running through the pass, with no 405 
Freeway in sight. And Patti and Gene Tucker 
moved their fledgling Purple Sage Day Camp 
from Las Virgenes Park to 100 privately-owned 
acres in Kenter Canyon, renaming it Tumbleweed 
Day Camp and starting the tradition we continue 
today.
 Patti and Gene were educators (Gene was 
later the superintendent of Santa Monica-Malibu 
Unified), and they started Tumbleweed to fill a 
hole they saw in the many classrooms in which 
they’d taught. The Tuckers knew that kids in Los 
Angeles needed a place to escape the busy city 

and explore nature. They wanted their campers to 
build friendship skills and autonomy with the guidance 
of nurturing counselors. They wanted to provide lots 
of opportunities for kids to try new activities, like 
archery, horseback riding and hiking, and to develop 
new interests.
 For the first several years, counselors picked 
campers up in their personal vehicles on their way 
to camp (can you imagine that?). Thankfully, our 
transportation system has gotten a bit more efficient 
since then, but once campers get to Tumbleweed, 
things are much the same. I love visiting with parents, 
and even grandparents, of our current campers who 
are themselves Tumbleweed alumni. Pretty much 
invariably, these alumni parents tell me that camp 
is just like they remember it. What’s more, they love 
sharing stories with their children (or grandchildren!), 
and they find that there’s quite a lot in common with 
their memories of Tumbleweed from 20, 30 or even 
60 years earlier.
 Patti and Gene were pioneers of the summer 
camp community in Southern California and across 



the country. Patti was a president of the American 
Camp Association and one of the founders of the 
Western Association of Independent Camps. In the 
early 1990s, the Tuckers were ready to retire, and they 
passed the torch to Rick and Erin Benfield. Rick grew 
up at Tumbleweed as a camper, and the Benfields first 
met as counselors here. They carried on the Tuckers’ 
legacy for many years (and started a school bus 
company), and in 2014, we were honored to take the 
torch from them.
 It’s been an amazing experience to talk with the 
Tuckers about their original values and vision and to 
know that we hold true to that vision today. I recently 
watched the documentary Won’t You Be My Neighbor, 
and something Mr. Rogers said many years ago struck 
me: our children’s lives are always changing on the 
outside, but their insides remain the same. For 65 
years, Tumbleweed has been a place of stability for our 
campers, no matter the changes in the world around 
them. - Andy Kimmelman, 2006-present



The scene is set: Bobbi, a camper in the Chumash, busts open the door to 
her home around 4:30, still chanting  “Little Red Wagon”, her stuff seemingly 
exploding all over the hallway.

Bobbi’s Dad: Hey camper, how was your first day at Tumbleweed?

Bobbi: It was AWESOME. Like, seriously awesome - my counselor’s name is 
Hip-Hop-Apotomus, but everyone calls him Hippo, and Joey from school is 
also in my group, and we made, like, 20 friednship bracelets today, and then 
Kendra, my new best friend in the Chumash, showed me the secret shortcut 
to the DIY room ‘cause she has been at camp since, like, forever, and then at 
DIY...

Bobbi’s Dad: Wow, are you going to take a breath at some point? Want a 
snack?

Bobbi: Gosh... No, dad, we have snack at camp. So, I was saying, at DIY we 
make our OWN wooden signs with REAL hammers, and nails, and a wood 
burning wand. And then, everyone in the Chumash voted to go to the ropes 
course and we all ACTUALLY climbed up, like, a 40 ft pole, and...

Bobbi’s Dad: Were you scared? I mean, I would be scared but I know you are 
a little apprehensive about heights...

Bobbi: Well, I guess I was a little, but everyone in the group was climbing and 
Kendra went with me and held my hand and I felt like, I can do this. And I did! 
It was so cool! 

Bobbi’s Dad: Ok, so you did some crafts and hung out with Hopscotch...

Bobbi: No! His name is Hip-Hop-Apotomus! And yeah, we did arts and crats, 
and DIY, and the ropes course, and swimming, and lunch, and then we BUILT 
OUR OWN FORTS!!!

Bobbi’s Dad: Like with sticks and blankets or?

Bobbi: Ugh, no dad! With giant, jumbo building blocks. Like a real house. It 
was so awesome. Hippo said we can keep building the forts tomorrow. Am I 
going to camp tomorrow?

Bobbi’s Dad: Of course! Today was just the first day at Tumbleweed. I’m so 
glad you had a good day. It reminded me of when I went to Tumbleweed as a 
kid.

Bobbi: YOU DID? That’s crazy. And also cool. Maybe you can come to camp 
and I can show you all the new things?

Bobbi’s Dad: That would be great. Now, Let’s figure out dinner before you get 
too tired.

t u m b l e w e e d 
North





L O C A L     S U S T A I N A B L E     F O O D 

Our Menu

At Freshlunches, we believe that making good food choices contributes to overall 
good health and well-being. We believe in minimally processed food with wholesome 
ingredients that we can read. That’s what makes a Freshlunches meal special; our 
seasoned team of chefs create house made meals from our kitchen to your plate. 

Two Portion Sizes Available
Youth Menu (small) - $8.80, Full Menu (large) - $9.80

The Power of Fruits & Veggies
Access to nutrition packed sides teaches children how to 
select well balanced meals. That’s why every entree we serve, 
we off er 2 featured sides, including seasonal/organic fruits, 
hand cut heirloom rainbow carrots & crudite and fresh salads.

Menu Options & Variety 
We recognize students have diverse and sophisticated 
palates. Our culinary team designs menus for K-6 and 7-12 
graders. There are hot and cold entrees off ered daily featuring 
organic, vegetarian & gluten-free & special dietary requests.

Registration & Deadlines 

Tumbleweed Camp 2018 

Online Ordering Starts: June 6
Camp Dates: June 18 - August 17

NEW USERS:
 Complete a one-time registration for each student:

my.freshlunches.com/register/tumbleweed

RETURNING USERS: 
my.freshlunches.com/login

 
ORDER DEADLINES

Online Deadline: June 13th 
Lunch orders are pre-ordered on a weekly basis. The 

order deadline is Wednesday (by midnight) for the following 
week’s delivery. Note: all late orders will incur a late fee. 

CANCELLATION POLICY
 100% credit -  cancellations made online by 10:00 am, 2 days prior 

 
 WALK-UP LUNCHES 

Same day walk-up lunches available for an additional cost. 
A credit card on fi le is required for participation.  

www.freshlunches.com (818) 885-1718

Green Packaging
Freshlunches is Green Certifi ed through Santa Monica Sustainable 
Works. We are kind to our environment and use 100% recyclable, 
compostable corn and potato packaging & refi llable water stations.

Food Integrity 

Over 85% of Locally 
Sourced Produce, 
Hand-Cut Vegetables 

No Trans Fat, 
No Partially 
Hyrogenated Oils

Free-Range Meats, 
Grassfed or Angus Beef, 
Antibiotic & Hormone-free 
Poultry  Dairy

No High Fructose 
Corn Syrup, No MSG

Program Highlights    
Convenient On-line & Late Ordering 

Lunch Service Available 5 days 

Nutritional Information Available Online 

*
*
**

*

*

Have Freshlunches Deliver Hot Lunch 
for Your Camper This Summer!

Menu, prices, and schedule coming soon for 
Summer 2019

Freshlunches is an approved vendor of Tumbleweed Day Camp. Tumbleweed Day Camp 
does not order, make, prepare, or serve any of the foods offered by Freshlunches.



- Liz, Andy, Eloise and Henry Kimmelman

FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1954
 From the beginning, Tumbleweed Day Camp has been a family business. 
Together, Andy and I have more than 30 years of experience at Tumbleweed, and 
we’re proud that our family can continue the legacy and traditions begun by our 
founders in 1954. We can’t believe that a decade has gone by since we first imagined 
owning our own camps. We could not even begin to envison how it would unfold. It 
has surpassed our wildest dreams and it’s all thanks to our campers, their families, 
and our staff! You and your families have made our dreams come true. From silly 
games on the field to camping under the stars, hundreds of great memories were 
made and it wouldn’t have happened without you. Tumbleweed is so much more to 
us than a place or a thing to do in the summer - it is our home, and we are so excited 
to share it with you. We’re happy to be welcoming our third generation of campers, 
and whether this is your first summer with us or your sixty-first, we’re glad that you’ve 
made our Tumbleweed family part of your family. 

Here’s to 65 more years of family, love, and summer camp.
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t u m b l e w e e d 
South

     Once upon a time, there was a group at Tumblweed 
South named the Piglets. They all came to camp a little 
nervous, but excited to be at a summer camp for the first 
time. Their first day together was sure to be great! 
     The Piglets started their day on the bus, of course! They 
sang silly songs and played road trip games like “I spy” and 
“Simon Says”. Once they arrive at the big Tumbleweed gates, 
each  Piglet jumped off the bus and walked over with a 
friendly counselor to put their lunch boxes and backpacks 
on their cubby. It was then that they met their new camp 
friends! The day had just began and they already made new 
friends, sang new songs, and explored new games.
     The Piglets joined all the groups at Tumbleweed South for 
a BIG group assembly called Round Up. They learned about 
the activities that day and what to expect for the rest of the 
week. Finally, after Round Up, the Piglets were off to their 
first activity. 
     The Piglets started off at the south field playing games 
and jumping on the giant inflatable snake named Leroy. 
They then hopped over to the nature center to learn about 
different types of plants and take care of the farm animals. 
Along the way to lunch, they spotted a little lizard running 
along the fence. How cool that they could all stop and watch 
the lizard go about her day?
     At lunch, the Piglets counselors help the campers get all 
their food out and had a silly conversation about everyones’ 
favorite animal. After lunch, the Piglets headed over to the 
pool and splashed around together. They all agreed later that 
it is one of their favorite activities. Swimming was followed 
by building, creating, and exploring at the Treasure Chest. 
Lastly, they headed to archery, each Piglet getting a chance 
with the bow and arrow and cheering each other on! 
     The Piglets end their day with a group chat reflecting on 
the fun they had. All the Piglets, along with their counselors, 
made their way to afternoon Round Up and then joined their 
friends on the buses to head home.
     What a fantastic first day of camp! And just think: the 
Piglets still have 43 more awesome days of games, friends, 
and exploring to enjoy!



STEP 1
Choose a referee - this is usually a coun-
selor. All other players must stand agains 
the gaga court walls with one hand on 
the wall. This is the starting position.

STEP 2
One player tosses the ball up in the air. 
Players yell “Ga-ga-ga” on the first three 
bounces and and the ball is then in play.

STEP 3
Players hit the ball with their hands only, 
and may not carry or throw the ball - it 
must be hit with an open hand.

STEP 4
Any player who is touched by the ball 
either directly or by a rebound off the 
wall between their knee and their foot is 
“out”. They must step out of the court.

STEP 5
If the ball contacts a player or a 
player’s clothing below the knee, 
that player is eliminated. If the 
ball contacts the player above the 
knee, the player is still in.

STEP 6
If the ball goes out of the Ga-ga court, 
the last player to touch the ball is 
eliminated.

STEP 7
Once the player hits the ball, 
he or she must wait until the 
ball touches someone or 
something else before hitting it 
again (no double touches).

STEP 8
The game is over when only 
one play is left and all other 
players have been eliminated.

There are endless variations to play gaga. Some of our favorites 
are revenge, mushroom, and hospital... Not sure how to play these 
versions? Join us this summer and we will teach you!



over 50 hours 
of professional 
d e v e l o p m e n t 
before meeting 

your child

more than 400 
applicants for 

only 40 open 
staff positions. 

that’s a 10% 
acceptance rate!

always a 1:5 
staff to 

camper ratio

70% of staff 
are returning 

each summer

Close to 
50% of our 

staff were 
campers at 
tumbleweed 
themselves

in parent and 
camper surveys, 

90% report 
that our 

counselors are 
the best part 
of the camp 
experience

Our year-round 
directors have 

over 55 years of 

professional camp 

experience

2/3
Of our staff 

are currently 
education and 

youth development 
professionals 
outside of the 
summer months

TUMBLEWEED STAFF
 by the numbers



t u m b l e w e e d 
Extras

Twilight Horseback Riding lessons are available in the 
afternoons, after the camp day, from 3:30-5:30. We 
have two options for Twilight: riding and horsemanship 
lessons, and trail ride Fridays.Both programs are lead 
by experienced wranglers who teach during the camp 
day. We offer Western-style horseback riding.
Please Note: Transportation is not provided for this 
program.

What’s better than a day at Tumbleweed? A night 
at Tumbleweed with all your camp friends! North 
campers have the opportunity to stay on overnights 
throughout the summer. Sleeping under the stars at the 
Tumbleweed North site, singing around the campfire, 
and roasting marshmallows are just some of the many 
activities your camper will enjoy. We provide all of the 
food, including lunch for campers who remain at camp 
the next day.

XTRA Camp starts right when the summer camp 
day ends, at 3:30pm. Campers will enjoy extended 
activities and games with their camp counselors from 
3:30-5:30 at Tumbleweed North. You do not even 
need to pick up your campers at Tumbleweed, we 
will drive them past “dreaded” Sunset Boulevard to 
Brentwood Science Magnet School for a prompt 
5:30pm pick up. You are able to pick up your child at 
camp if you would prefer.

XTRA Camp

Twilight Riding

Overnights

t u m b l e w e e d 
Transportation

Your summer camp tuition includes transportation 
at one stop. We are the only summer camp on 

the westside that provides transportation to your 
front door or to convienient meeting locations. 

Tumbleweed vehicles are equiped with seat 
belts, fully insured, and inspected twice daily to 
provide the safest ride for your child. In addition 
to an experienced and licensed driver, each bus 

has a trained counselor, who ensures that the bus 
ride is safe and a great part of the larger camp 

experience!
find your stop at tumbleweedcamp.com/transportation
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GENERAL INFORMATION
How do I sign up for camp?
Visit our online application at https://tumbleweed.campbrainregistration.com/.
How do I sign up for an overnight, XTRA Camp, or horseback riding?
Use the same online application as you did to sign up for camp.
What if  I need to change my schedule, after I’ve enrolled?
BEFORE May 1, you may make as many changes to your schedule as you like, 
at no additional charge. AFTER May 1, each camper is allowed 5 schedule 
changes at no additional charge. A $25 change fee will be incurred for each 
subsequent change.
What if  my child is absent during the summer?
To receive a make-up day in the event of  an absence you must call or email the 
camp office before 7:30 A.M. We do not offer refunds, make-up days or credits 
for No Shows. Failure to notify the camp office by 7:30 a.m. is considered a No 
Show.
Can I request for my child to be in a group with their friend?
A camper may request one friend in his/her grade and group. Friend requests 
are not guaranteed, but every reasonable effort will be made to accommodate 
requests. In order for the friend request to be considered, the parents of  both 
friends must request each other on the application. We do not offer refunds or 
credits if  friend requests are unable to be accommodated.
What if  we need to cancel? Will I get a refund?
If  written (email is acceptable) cancellation is received prior to May 1, all tuition 
less a $250.00 cancellation fee will be refunded. No refunds will be offered after 
May 1. If  a dismissal or withdrawal occurs after May 1, for any reason, we will 
hold the balance of  tuition as a credit for future Tumbleweed services expiring 
on the last day of  camp the following summer.
How are the campers grouped together?
Campers are organized by grade level in co-ed groups of  up to 16 campers each 
day. Each group through 4th grade has a counselor, an assistant counselor, and a 
counselor-in-training.
Who are your counselors?
Our counselors are some of  the best and brightest in the youth-development 
field. New counselors go through an extremely selective screening process, 
including multiple interviews, background checks, and drug testing. Only about 
7% of  our applicants make it through! Then, we spend five days training new 
counselors on how to manage their group, instruct our activities, and create an 
incredible camp experience, plus additional training in CPR, first aid, transpor-
tation, and more. About two-thirds of  our staff  return and work at camp from 
summer to summer, and many of  them work in education, teaching, or other 
youth-development careers during the school year.
How does transportation work?
Transportation to and from camp is included in your tuition, and is a big part 
of  the camp day! The bus ride is considered part of  the camp experience. In 
addition to our trained and licensed drivers, each bus has at least one counselor 
who leads the campers in games, songs, fun... and even the occasional bus part! 
To see where our buses go, visit https://www.tumbleweedcamp.com/transpor-
tation
What if  I need to pick my child up from camp?
You can pick your child up early, without notice, any day. Stop by the office 
to sign them out. If  a non-guardian adult is picking the child up, they must be 
authorized to do so in writing. Please pick your child up no later than 3:00 pm.
What should my child bring each day?
A backpack containing a swimsuit, towel, and lunch. PLEASE LABEL ALL OF 
YOUR CHILD’S BELONGINGS. Items do get lost at camp, but we make our 
best effort to return them to your child, and labeling every single item helps with 
this task. Please do not send toys, electronics (including phones, iPods, etc.), 
or personal sports equipment. Drugs, alcohol, weapons and pets are also not 
allowed at camp.
Can I send my child with an iPod to listen to on the bus?
The camp day at Tumbleweed is 100% unplugged, including the bus ride to and 
from camp. Please do not send electronics of  any kind.

What should my child wear to camp?
A day at camp is active, fun, and sometimes dirty. Please send your child in com-
fortable clothes that can get dirty. Closed-toed shoes are a must, like sneakers / 
tennis shoes. Sandals, Crocs, or any other shoes with open parts are not allowed 
at camp. We will provide helmets and long pants for horseback riding.
What about lunch?
You can pack a lunch for your child or order a lunch from Fresh Lunches, a 
lunch delivery system. We do not provide refrigeration or microwaves. You can 
order lunch online at www.freshlunches.com.
Can I visit camp?
You are welcome to visit your child at camp any day between 10:00 am and 2:30 
pm (this timeframe helps you avoid our bus traffic). Please stop by the office so 
we can help you locate your child. We strongly discourage visiting during your 
child’s first few days of  camp, especially for new and younger campers, as your 
presence at camp may make it more difficult for them to transition to the daily 
routine.
My child takes medicine / has allergies / has other special medical 
needs. How do you handle this?
We require a doctor’s health form to be on file prior to your child starting camp, 
which allows us to share information about healthcare needs with your child’s 
counselor. All of  our counselors are trained in first aid and CPR, and we provide 
additional training (for instance, Epi-Pen administration) as needed.
 If  your child requires medicine to be administered during the camp day, please 
send the medicine to camp in the original labeled prescription container along 
with specific directions for administration. We suggest handing the medication 
to the bus driver on your child’s first day so that they can deliver it to the camp 
office.
What if  my child is ill or becomes injured?
If  your child has a fever, sore throat, vomiting, or diarrhea, please keep them 
home to recover for 24 hours. If  your child becomes ill at camp or sustains an 
injury requiring more than basic first aid, we will notify you immediately. All of  
our staff  are trained to treat minor injuries, and carry the appropriate first aid 
supplies with them throughout camp.
What if  my child doesn’t like camp?
Camp is a very different environment than school or home, and our counselors 
are the best at building a community, creating new friendships, and making every 
child’s experience a great one. However, some campers simply take longer to 
transition to the new environment. If  your child is struggling with this, please 
notify the program director as soon as possible. With your support and open 
communication, we can create a plan to help your child be successful at camp.
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